Light
Small Group Worship
Leader prays the collect: Christ our True Light: when the lights of this world blind and
bewilder and its darkness brings us no peace, train our eyes to behold your brightness
and enfold us in the healing shadow of your wings, that we may love you by night as by
day; who with the Father of lights and the Spirit of truth shine upon us, one God, through
endless ages. Amen.
Third Song of Isaiah
Read antiphonally by half verse.
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Leader: Without silence, words have no meaning. Listen to this poem about light and
darkness. [Here we suggest reading the last stanza from “Choruses from the Rock,” by T.S. Eliot.]
In the silence that follows, rest in its afterglow. [Silence for two minutes.]

Prayers of the Gathered Community:
Leader: Even as we bask in the light of God, we pray for those who are in need of God’s
light. Pray for those on your hearts either silently or aloud.
We give God thanks for the ways God has been a light unto our path. Give thanks silently
or aloud.
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what
accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness
cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Now let us pray the words that Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Leader: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.

