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Water
Small Group Worship
Leader prays the collect: Ever-creating Spirit, who brooded over the waters of chaos and
brought forth all life from them: We thank you for the wondrous gi�t of water through
which we die with Christ and are raised by you to the new life of grace; and we pray that
we may ever be faithful stewards of this gi�t and make it available, clean and pure, to all
living beings, that in so doing the springs of living water promised by Christ Jesus may
well up in every human heart; through Jesus our Savior, who lives and reigns with you
and the Father, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Song of Isaiah
Read antiphonally by half verse.
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Leader: Without silence, words have no meaning. Listen to this poem about water.
[Here we suggest reading from “Like the Water,” by Wendell Berry.]
In the silence that follows, let God �low over you. [Silence for two minutes]

Prayers of the Gathered Community:
Leader: We pray for ourselves, and those who need to surrender something to God. Pray
for those who need God’s help, either silently or aloud.
We give God thanks for the waters of our baptism and how God has formed us. Give
thanks silently or aloud.
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and
for ever. Amen.
Now let us pray the words that Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Leader: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Leader: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do inﬁnitely more than we can ask
or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen.

